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January 30, 2015 

 

Mr. David Wethington 

GLMRIS Project Manager 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District 

231 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 1500 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

 

Re:  Great Lakes and Mississippi River 

Interbasin Study (GLMRIS) 

Evaluation of Aquatic Nuisance 

Species Controls near Brandon Road 

Lock and Dam 

  

Dear Mr. Wethington, 

 

Canal Barge Company (“CBC”) is a marine transportation company that specializes in moving 

liquid and dry cargos on America's inland waterways system.  CBC's towboats and barges are on 

the Illinois waterways every day carrying petcoke, liquid petroleum products, and other vital 

goods for the regional and national economy.  CBC also owns Illinois Marine Towing (“IMT”), 

a Chicago-based marine transportation company that provides fleeting, towing and affreightment 

services throughout the Illinois waterways.  CBC and IMT transit the Brandon Road Lock on a 

near-daily basis, and the continued full-time operation of that lock is absolutely critical to both 

businesses.  Please accept this letter as the official comment of both Canal Barge Company, Inc. 

("CBC") and Illinois Marine Towing, Inc. ("IMT") on the Corps Evaluation of Aquatic Nuisance 

Species Controls near Brandon Road Lock and Dam (the “ANS Study”). 

 

Other Comments to the Docket 

 

CBC and IMT are both members of the American Waterways Operators ("AWO"), the national 

trade association for the tugboat, towboat and barge industry.  AWO will be submitting a 

separate comment on this issue; CBC and IMT have reviewed AWO's letter and fully support its 

comments (especially its recommendation to focus on non-structural solutions), and incorporate 

those comments by reference herein. 

 

While AWO’s comments offer a comprehensive view of the ANS Study, we would like to focus 

our comments on our concerns over studying a new ANS barrier at Brandon Road Lock and 

Dam while ignoring the glaring needs of the Lock itself. 
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The Brandon Road Lock and Dam  

 

The Chicago Area Waterways System (“CAWS”) is the vital link that allows waterborne 

commerce between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River system, and the Brandon Road 

Lock is one of the key components of that system.   Yet, like so many other key infrastructure 

components on our waterways, the Brandon Road lock is in dire need of major repair and 

rehabilitation. 

 

Brandon Road Lock and Dam began operating in 1933; its old age and design have left it 

antiquated.  According to a fact sheet prepared by the Rock Island District of the Corps of 

Engineers (see attached), the 600 foot lock at Brandon Road “does not accommodate today’s 

modern tows without splitting and passing through the lock in two operations.  This 

operation requires uncoupling the barges at midpoint which triples lockage times and exposes 

deckhands to increased accident rates.”  

 

Further, the maintenance needs of this and similar locks are “increasing at a rate much greater 

than the operations and maintenance funding provided for the system.  This is adversely 

affecting the reliability of the system.”  Due to the huge backlog of projects on the inland 

system, the Corps has essentially moved to a “fix as fail strategy, with repairs sometimes 

requiring weeks or months to complete.”  When these failures occur, “extended repairs can have 

major consequences for shippers, manufacturers, consumers, and commodities investors.” 

(Emphasis added) 

 

Again, these factual statements are taken from Corps, not from industry.  The Corps’ fact sheet 

goes on to identify $48,500,000.00 worth of Current Maintenance Issues needed at the lock. 

 

Given the above, it defies logic for the Corps to embark on any ANS activity at Brandon Road 

Lock without also addressing the major operations and maintenance needs of the lock itself.  Just 

as no one would spend huge sums to install an expensive new emissions system on an 82 year 

old car when the car’s engine, transmission, axles, wheels and frame were in failing condition, 

the Corps should not proceed with the ANS Study as currently planned.  

 

We strongly urge the Corps to reconsider its path forward on the Study if the Study does not also 

include a means to provide a modern, 1200 foot lock at Brandon Road.  To do otherwise would 

result in a waste of the Corps’ resources and taxpayer dollars. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of our comments on this important issue. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
William S. Murphy 






